
SAMUEL CRUZ, Ph.D.

624 Cranbury Rd.

East Brunswick, New Jersey 08816

732-491-3776
scruz@uts.columbia.edu

EDUCATION

Drew University, Madison, NJ

Doctor of Philosophy in Religion and Society


Awarded 05/02

Primary dissertation advisor: Dr. Otto Maduro

Drew University, Madison, NJ

Master of Philosophy   


Awarded 05/99

New Brunswick Theological Seminary, New Brunswick, NJ

Master of Arts in Theology - Magna Cum Laude


Awarded 05/94

College of New Rochelle, New Rochelle, NY

Bachelor of Arts in Religion


Awarded 5/87

SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS

1996-2001 Recipient of the Robert F. Smith Scholarship, The Caspersen School of Graduate Studies, Drew University.

1993 Blushke-Beckstead Prize for excellence in the field of pastoral counseling, New Brunswick Theological Seminary.

1993  Hagemen Scholarship for academic excellence, New Brunswick Theological Seminary.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Assistant Professor of Religion and Society: Union Theological Seminary, NYC, N Y.

July 2008- Present   

Lecturer: Rutgers, The State University, New Brunswick, NJ

Graduate School of Social Work

1999-2003

Lecturer: Rutgers, The State University, New Brunswick, NJ

Latino and Hispanic Caribbean Studies Department

2003-2007
Adjunct Assistant Professor: Drew University, Madison, NJ

Doctor of Ministry Program 

1999-2005
Ministerial: Ordained minister of Word and Sacrament (December 14, 1994), with over fifteen years of experience preaching, teaching and worship leading. I am an ordained pastor of the Evangelical Church in America.

 

MINISTERIAL  EXPERIENCE:
 

December 2004-Present 

Trinity Lutheran Church





Brooklyn, New York





Senior Pastor 

September 2000–October 2003
Fort Washington Collegiate Church

NYC, NY

Associate Minister

October 2001–October 2003

Minister for Hispanic Ministries 

March 1991–July 1994

Asociación Iglesia Cristiana Nuevo Nacimiento






National Minister of Social Ministries

 

August 1988–September 1990
Suydam Street Reformed Church





New Brunswick, New Jersey
Associate Pastor

 

TEACHING AND RESEARCH INTERESTS

Religion and society, Historical and Contemporary Sociological Theory; Cultural studies, religion and identity; Ethnic Studies; Sociology of Race Relations; Social Theory; Latin American Liberation Theologies and US Latino/a Theologies; Urban Studies; African-based Religions in the Diaspora with a special interest in Santeria, Espiritismo, Haitian Vodou and Latina/o Pentecostalism; Sociology of Religion; Research Methods (qualitative).   

GRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE COURSES TAUGHT

A Political Reading of the Bible: A View from the Field

Research Methods in the Study of Urban Life and Religion

Contemporary Theories of the Sociology of Religion

Christianities in the City

Liberation Theologies and Pentecostalism

Integrative Seminar 

Immigration, Transnationalism, Religion

The Church in its Social Context

Oppression and Diversity

Religion and the Hispanic Community 

African Belief System in the Latino Community 

Urban Religion: Newark, a Cross-Cultural Experience

Groups at Risk in Contemporary Society

Caribbean Religions

Marx, Durkheim and Weber: Major Thinkers in the Sociology of Religion  

Gay and Lesbian Liberation Theologies

U.S. Latina/o Pentecostalism 

Introduction to Sociology

TEACHING ASSISTANTSHIPS

U.S. Latina/o Cultures, Drew University, Graduate School, Otto Maduro, Professor;

U.S. Latina/o Religions, Drew University, Graduate School, Otto Maduro, Professor; Contemporary Sociological Theories, Drew University, Graduate School, Laurel Kearns, Professor;

Critical Epistemologies, Drew University, Graduate School, Otto Maduro, Professor; African-Based Religions of the Caribbean and Latin America, Drew University, Graduate School, Peter Savastano, Professor.

PUBLICATIONS

Books

Cruz, Samuel. Ed. Christianity and Culture in the City: A Post- Colonial Approach. (2012, Lexington, Books.)

Cruz, Samuel. Masked Africanisms: Puerto Rican Pentecostalism. ( 2005, Kendall Hunt Publishing.)

Book Chapters/Journal Articles  

Guest editor "Centro Journal" Special volume on Puerto Rican Religion and

Religiosity. (forthcoming 2013).
Dictionary of Pan African Pentecostalism ed. Estremelda Alexander Forthcoming (2013), Pub. Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock. 3 following entries.

1. “Juan Lugo and the Origins of Pentecostalism in Puerto Rico.”
 

2. “Salomon Feliciano and Francisco Hernandez Pentecostal Missionary from Puerto Rico to the Dominican República.”
 

3. “Introduction to Latina/o Pentecostalism in the U.S.”
"A Radical Response to a Reactionary Situation: Jury Nullification, A Campaign!"

Published by National Institute for Latino Policy, October 16, 2011.
"Racialized Immigration Lesgilation." ABC/CLIO, May 2011.

 

"Latino Pentecostalism and the Construction and Maintenance of Identity", ABC-CLIO, Decemeber, 2010.

"Dinga y Mandinga en el Pentecostaslismo Puertorriqueño.” Journal of the Facultades de Ciencias Universidad de Puerto Rico, December, 2010. 

 

“Scholarly Contributions in the Lutheran Church.” Perspectivas: Hispanic Theological Initiative Occasional Papers Series, Eleventh Issue, Fall 2007.

 

“Recent: publications on religion among Puerto Ricans and in the Caribbean.” In Centro Journal, Volume XVIII, Number 1 Spring, 2006.

 

“A Post-Colonial Reading of Puerto Rican Pentecostalism in the Diaspora,” In Apuntes: Reflexiones teologicas desde el context Hispano-Latino, Year 25, NO.4 Winter, 2005.

 

“Re-Reading of Puerto Rican Pentecostalism,” In Nuevas Voces/New Voices: Horizons in U.S. Hispanic/Latina/o Theology (Pilgrim Press), 2003.

 

Cruz, Samuel. “Charism and Office,” Reformed Review Vol. 56 Spring, No.3 pp.225-231, 2003.

 

Newspaper Articles

"Good Intentions and the Kidnapping of Haitian Children" in El Diario La Prensa, February 2, 2010.

“Movimiento de Santuario Aboga para Justicia” in El Diario La Prensa, June 16 2007.

Invited Reviews

Christians at the Border: Immigration, the Church and the Bible. Author: M. Daniel Carroll R. Baker Academic, Grand Rapids, 2008, pp.174, price $15.00, ISBN 978-0-8010-3566-1 October 2009.

Mass Media Interviews

Press Conference held on the killing of homosexual young man in Puerto Rico
Guest of the NY 1 ½ hour program “Pura Politica”

Interviewed by WBAI on Religion and the LGBT community

Interviewed by Channel five on Menorah gate
Radio Station Interview: Radio Vision Cristiana-Apuntes Teologicos. El Legado de la Reforma a las Iglesias Latinas Pentecostales.
BOARDS:

Editorial board: Pan African Pentecostal Dictionary Forthcoming 2011.
Hispanic Summer Program
ESTABLISHED AND RAISED FUNDS FOR THE: Religion and Society Public Lecture Series, at Union Theological Seminary in the City of New York, 2009.
PAPERS, LECTURES, WORKSHOPS AND PANELS 

“Roots, Ritual & Rhythm: African Belief Systems in Latin America:” sponsored by New Jersey Hispanic Research & Information Center, Newark Public Library, Newark, NJ, October 27, 2012
"Africa in the Americas: Doing Justice to the Black South Atlantic." sponsored by New Jersey Hispanic Research & Information Center, Newark Public Library, Newark, NJ, September 19, 2012

“The Role and Importance of Theological Education” Keynote Address: sponsored by the Latino Leadership Circle, May 11, 2010 held at UTS. 

19th Annual Culture Conference “Having Difficult Cultural Conversations” Panelist: Religion and the LGBT Community, sponsored by the Multi-Cultural Family Institute held at the Neuman Center in Edison, April 16 and 17, 2010.  

“Empire Conference” Union Theological Seminary, April 23, 2010. 

"Lost in Translation: Changing Church in a Changing Culture" sponsored Lutherans in the Diaspora held at Advent Lutheran Church, NYC, February 12, 2010.
The U.S. in the Time of Obama: Presentation to professors and students visiting Union from Denmark, October 10, 2009.
 “Human Rights, Citizenship and Immigration in Modern America.” Workshop Leader. Sponsored by La Union and held at 5th Ave. Committee Center Brooklyn, NY, April 19, 2010.
 “The Changing Landscape of Religious Life in the U.S.” Sponsored Marriages of Hope, July 29, 2009. 

Unheard Voices, Forgotten Cries: The Challenge of Invisible Communities for the Historical and Theological Enterprise: Union Theological Seminary. Panelist, February 2009.

A Theology for Life Abundant Conference: Vanderbilt Divinity School. Workshop Leader, February, 2009.

Panel of Scholars- Presidential Inaugural: Union Theological Seminary. Panelist; The Pounding Feet of Hope: Theological Education for the 21st Century. November, 2008.
2nd Symposium of African Spirituality in the Caribbean: Centro de Estudios Avanzados, San Juan, Puerto Rico. Lecture title: Dinga y Mandinga en el Pentecostalismo Puertorriqueño.  July, 2007 
Toward an Emerging Theology of Embrace of the Stranger: Princeton Theological Seminary. Keynote address: The Defense of the Immigrant: A Christian Moral Imperative. April 14, 2007 

Crossing Cultural Bridges-Hope and Resilience: Multi-Cultural Family Institute. Lecture title: Healing in Santeria. April 13, 2007. 

African-Based Spirituality Conference: The Franklin H. Williams Caribbean Cultural Center and African Diaspora Institute. Panel Presentation, lecture title: Pentecostalism: African Religiosity Camouflaged. October 2006.

Teologia Y Sexualidad: Conferencia Teologica. Presentation entitled: Opresiones Cofabuladas. March 2006.  

Holy Relationships: Conference on Theology and Sexuality. Workshop entitled: Interlocking Oppressions- Race, Gender and Sex. October 2005.

2004 Puerto Rican Studies Association Conference. Panel Presentation, paper entitled: A Post-Colonial Re-reading of Puerto Rican Pentecostalism in the Diaspora. October 23, 2004.   

2003 Drew University, Graduate School. Lecture entitled: Faith and Politics in the Latina/o Community. October 17, 2003.   

2003 Monmouth University. Cultural and Ethnic Diversity Conference. Lecture entitled: Misogyny, Sexism and Homophobia Among Latinos: Myths and Realities. November 15, 2003. 

2002 Western Theological Seminary. Spirit and Ministry Conference. Lecture entitled: Charism and Office. October 16, 2002.

2001 Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Mid-Atlantic Region. Section on African Religions, Paper entitled: The Discourse of Race in a Local Hispanic Pentecostal Church. November 23, 2001. 
2000 Association for the Sociology of Religion. “Religion and Global Civil Society” Panel Presentation, paper entitled: Global Pentecostalization: A Latina/o View from Newark, New Jersey. August 11-13, 2000. 

2000 Society for the Scientific Study of Religion. “Religion and Transnationalism: Challenges of the 21st Century.” Pentecostal Latina/o Congregations as Leaders’ Schools. October 19-22, 2000.

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Member of the Puerto Rican Studies Association

Member of the American Sociological Association

Member of the American Academy of Religion

Member of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion

OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Social Services Consultant
Abbott Early Childhood Education Initiative

New Brunswick, NJ
10/1999 – 9/2000
Senior Consultant / Supervisor of Case Managers
St. Claire's Riverside Medical Center, 

NJ Self-Help Clearinghouse, Denville, NJ
7/1994 – 5/1996
Program Coordinator Housing Program for 
Mentally ill Homeless
Community Mental Health Center at Piscataway, 

University of Medicine and Dentistry of NJ, Piscataway in NJ
2/1989 – 7/1994 



Senior Staff Associate
PROGRESS INC., New York, NY
11/84 – 1/1989

LANGUAGES

Fluent in Spanish.  Proficient reading and oral production in Portuguese.
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